446 Sri Raghavendra




In 1988, a "plus two" student from Salem, by name
R. Muralikrishnan, had written a letter to me.

He had expressed in it that he had read my books on
Sri Raghavendra and had enjoyed their contents
conveyed in simple style. He had also mentioned that all
his family members had turned devotees of Sri
Raghavendraswami and that it was the mysterious
power of the divine personality that had drawn them
towards him. Their experience of the saint's influence,
follows in this narrative.

It was the time when an exhibition was being held in
Salem. Muralikrishnan had gone to that fair and was
fascinated by a small marble idol of Sri Raghavendra
that was among the various objects displayed foY sale.

On his return home, he requested his mother to buy
it for him. But his mother was not willing for that, as she
was then bemoaning the death of her daughter's child (a
son), that had been born with some health problems and
a surgical treatment of the disorder had proved of no
avail. She was even disdainful of God, as a result of the
tragedy. Her son's craving, however, was inopportune
then, as she was not even knowing about Sri
Raghavendra or his supernatural powers, at that point of
time.

She told her son bluntly, 'Look Murali, we do not
mow anything about Raghavendra and therefore, there
s no point in having his idol with us.'